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Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT)

Project WRITE ON!

Online instructional program increases writing
scores, technology proficiency and motivation
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Saddleback Valley Unified School District (SVUSD)

“Preparing today’s students to suc-
ceed in tomorrow’s world” is the mis-
sion of Saddleback Valley Unified
School District (SVUSD). And, the
way the District envisions doing this
is through what they call their guid-
ing principal—improvement of stu-
dent learning through technology.

The focus at SVUSD is on teaching
and learning strategies which are put
into daily

student essays through artificial
technologies.

Students participating in the
Write On! program wrote fre-
quently to the state academic
content writing standards on mo-
bile-lab classroom computers,
editing their work multiple times.
Catering to today’s youth’s ex-

practice to
translate into
stronger stu-
dent per-
formance.

After STAR
test results
indicated

that 56% of
District stu-
dents scored |
below profi-

cient in writing, a decision was made
to initiate the Write On! project to ad-

dress and remedy the situation. A

key component of the project is My

Access!, an internet-based instruc-
tional writing program that scores

pectations of instant
information (essays
are scored in less
than 10 seconds),
the program gives
feedback on scor-
ing for each of the
five traits of effec-
tive writing, teaches
students to use ru-
brics for self-guided
instruction, and pro-
vides an electronic portfolio for
students, teachers, and parents.

Funded by an EETT Competitive
Grant, the model also included a
strong professional development
program to ensure continuous
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FAST FACTS

NAME OF DISTRICT
Saddleback Valley Unified
School district

ABOUT SVUSD

® | ocated in south Orange
County,

e 35,000

® 95 square mile area

CURRICULAR FOCUS
AREA
Written language

GRADE LEVEL
7th and 8th Grades
Intermediate School

NUMBER OF
PARTICIPATING
STUDENTS

Year One: 2600
Year Two: 5600

NUMBER OF
PARTICIPATING
TEACHERS

Year One: 30

Year Two: 55

NUMBER OF
PARTICIPATING
SCHOOLS

4

RESOURCES

4 computer labs for each site

3 or more LCD projectors at
each site

1 laptop for every teacher

PRIMARY SOURCE OF
FUNDING
EETT Competitive Grant

CONTACT PERSON
Anita Mattos
mattosa@svusd.k12.ca.us
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